
 
 
Some Christians have been raised in Christian homes, while others of us have lived on 
both sides of the fence. We know what it’s like to live without Christ and how empty and 
pointless it is. 
 
Then we made a commitment to follow Jesus Christ, and incredible changes took place in 
our lives. We discovered there is a God who loves us and has a unique, custom-made plan 
for our lives. 
 
We also discovered that becoming a Christian is more than just saying a prayer and 
having the assurance of Heaven. We realized that being a Christian means following Jesus 
not just as our Savior but also as our Lord. 
 
The problem is there are people in the church today who name the name of Christ but 
haven’t discovered what it means to follow Him. They haven’t discovered that being a 
Christian is more than just saying a prayer and then going on their merry way. 
 
And sadly, many are settling for a brand of Christianity that isn’t biblical, one that 
embraces Jesus as Savior but neglects Him as Lord. It is big on self-esteem, but it is small 
on self-denial. It celebrates success but repudiates suffering. This brand of Christianity is 
not changing our world. 
 
The church of the first century, the church we read about in the book of Acts, 
transformed their culture. People described Christians as “these who have turned the 
world upside down” (Acts 17:6 NKJV). If our faith is not turning us upside down, then it 
certainly isn’t going to turn our world upside down. 
 
We need to get back to the Christian life as it’s presented in the New Testament, which 
was a muscular Christianity and not a watered-down, anemic version of it. We need a 
first-century belief system, the kind the apostles lived and that Jesus taught, the kind that 
can turn our world around. 


